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TO 12129522431 P.22/83
(GOVERNORS [SLAND
PRESERVATION & EDUCATION
CORPORATION
Tox Lower Mankattan Development Corporation
At Christina Hynes
From: Ellen Cavansgh, Project Manager
Date: July 2, 2007 k |
Statament Comments

Als stated in ou eatlier letter of support, GIPEC supports the Proposed Action and locks
forweard bo the vibrant, active and welcoming waterfront the Bast River Waterfront Esplanade
and Pierd Project would provide. As an integral part of New York's emergent Harbor District,

the Propbsed Action will contribute considerably to the experience of visitors to Governors
Island. GIPEC’s main point of interest in the Proposed Action is the Battery Maritime Building
(“BMB*)Pedestrian Plaza, which is the gateway to Governors Island. Even as other points of
departurs are established, fhe BMB and its surrounds will continiie to be a critical element of

Currently, the BMB is the sole point of access for hé mgverment of passengers, goods,
and vehitles to support il maintensnes, planning, increased pitblic Zccess and other operations

or the Island. Current operations, as well xs the effectiva tedfevelopinent of Govemors Istand,

main pomt of socess for visitors o thelsland, Although Governors Island anticipates the
a few maintznd ferry landing for vehicles and passengers, there fs a high likelihaod
Anificant number of passengers, trucks, and sapport vehicles (for servics, emergency,
L nd construction) will require acezss to Governors Island via the BMB in both the short

IPEC agrees that the current configuration of roadway and sidewalk creates an

t experience for pedestrians and cyclists, 2s well as 2 difficult connection between the
BM3 2nd points north and west, GIPEC supports moving the entrance to the Baktery Park
Underpdss approximately 350 feet to the northeast and creating a new pedestrian plaza at the
entrancelto the BMB. Wa welcome a reconfiguration of traffic flow in the vicinity of the BMB to
minimis pedesh-i.amvehicula: conflicts and improve traffic operations. Because a majority of
trips to the Island begin with the BMB, the creation of this new plaza and the reconfiguration of

traffie figw will significantly improve the experience of Governors Tsland for visitors and Island

workars hlike. We also support an interim pedestrian bridge over the tunnel entrance as 2
means td provide better public aceess to the BMB and thus Governors Island.
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Wh niote that Bsed on our previous comments on the draft scope, the DEIS included 2
d that the finz] design of the BMB shoitld consider acosss nesds for Governors Island,

seuing dress and ik turning radi t he BMB entrances. Access o the BME and vicniy fr
Islmdmd@&mﬁﬁanbshmﬂdambecmﬂd&&dduﬁagthemmofﬂae

Td conclude, GIPEC supports the Propased Action, which promises tobe a great public
amenity dnd a contributing factor in the suctessful redevelopment of Governors Island. As
transportetion to and from Govemnors Island is critieal to the future redevelopment of the
IsLmd,GT’ECisnaw seeking to ensure that its space and logistic requests are factored into the
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Chinatown Tenant Ustign

Comments ua the East River Waterfront Development EIS
Report 4

Sulumitted to the LMDC ‘

Judy 2, 2007

The Chinatgwn Tenunts Union is comprized of more Qi 100 mambers, all of whem aie
residents of Chisatown, and more than 1,200 supporters i Chinatown

As tesidenty ol Chingtowsy, we applaud the Uity of New York's Beonontic Revelapmen
Curperation’s desite o make the Bast River walerfront an attractive sres Lo residents ol
Uhinmewn. This 5 3 sweonderful opportanity to improve te community for the benetit uf the
people who already 1cuide there.

However, we av troubled by some of the corments that te EDU has made abiow the impact of
development on Chinatown residents 2ad businesses and also by the types of businesses aud
serviees that the kI s proposing [ the water{ront.

As stuted o the Fast Kiver Wate front Eeonemic Impact Statement. EDC projects that there will
b et displacerneat due w the develogment of tie wanerfront. At the Chamitessy Teaums Umon
wie strongly betieve tha there will be significant prmary und sceondary displacument, and cull
fon thee 13 o [urther asseas this aaue throught o second ard brogder study o exathine the
mpucts of development un the displacement of both fenants and suiall business owners in
Chinmowt, one tat would widen the zonc to be studisd turther thaa the immediate area shited
Jor development We have seen from experience huw developaent ol new businesses cin leitd 1o
sevondury displacement and siropgly recommuend a new and broader study. In addition, we cull
nn the ity to develop progenve sirategres as part of e overzl] plan fot 1he cominunity 1o
iiieate the pressutes of displacement of current residents and <inall businesses that will

tees tably arese us the neiphbodwed desirability incimises us 2 résult of 1he waterfron
develegirem

The Chinatesay Tenants Undon is exarted by the idea of mure eemmunity-aricited open spacy
and Businesses along the Bast Biver wateriront, bul s wuant o ensere that these spaoes and
Brustres ws serve the exising, Chinese semzunity thit already lives in Chinatown cloge 10 1he
witerfront. We know that vur wenants don’t need, for example. highepriced Nower shops or yinea
stadioy ey need alftndable goods and services. Also, small blisioesses owned by Astan
sty are increasingly teing pushed oot of Clanstown due to mising rents. The warerfiom
spa o vnn and shoudd be s affordable mpaee for dmall businesss it carer 1o Chinstisen

resadents toeiel up shop and should give preference ta locally-oswmied dnd cxisting simall
Danitdeses
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Fhere i also s ueed for community spaces such ag eenters for 1he clderly and also young peaple.
aid we it the CTU believe that the EDC should alwo umke the creation of piore community
spaeen it priotity during the devélopment prueess.

[ sbonn, we applaud the vision of the EDC to creale 2 more welcoming and open warter [ront fur
the lower Manditan community, dpd we urge you to cremte 3 watecfrout tial serves the newds of
the luw imceme Asian immigrant comsdaity that slieady ives and works in the area.

[hank you fur your time.

Helemi Wuny

Representdtive tor the Clunstown Teaant Union
o UAAAY Organizing Asian Communities
1] F O Syt

New York, Ny HiG09
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NMotes! Uoinmendt .

Mg otir cunversativn, 1am fiking the public connment relined 1o the Bast River Waterlroni
Deselopmient 1S as part of the public cemment process. | appreciate your understanding in the
cotnphestons we had in the submission process and eppreciate vour willingness te consider vur
perspectives and comments 38 pant of this process, Pletee do ot hesitite 1o contact me at (- nt
01T o Helena Wong st (2 00473 6485



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCTY

" 3 REGION 2
i 260 ERCADWAY

F&‘ NEW VORI, NY 10007-1865

JUN 2 1 2007

Ms. Christina Hynes

Lower Manhattan Development Corporation

Atim: Easi River Waterfront Esplanade and Piers Project
One Liberty Plaza

New York, NY 10006

Dear Ms Hynes:

In accordance with Section 309 of the Clean Air Acl and the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS} (CEQ # 20070217) for the East River
Waterfront Esplanade and Piers located in New York City, New York. The Lower
Manhattan Development Corporation (LMDC), with funding from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), is proposing to improve public access (o the
waterfront, enhance pedestrian connectivity, and create waterfront amenities for public
use and enjoyment along the esplanade between the Battery Maritime Building and Pier
47 on the lower east side of Manhattan, The propesed action would include a Program
Zone under the FDR Drive for pavilionsand temporary outdoor activities; a Recreation
Zone along the edge of the water with seating, play spaces, and plantings, a uniform
hikeway/walkway along South Street; and improvements 10 Piers 15, 35, 36, and 42, as
well as the New Market Building and pier.

The FEIS addresses EPA concerns regarding the traffic analysis, general conformity and
expected growth for the project. 1f you have any questions regarding this review or our
comyments, please contact Lingard Kriutson at 212-637-3747.

Sincerely yours,

y ot 4
/"’ﬂ 7 i A ;
Ty
John Fitippelli, Chief

Strategic Planning and Multi-Media Programs Branch

oc: Sean M., Moss. HUR Regional Director

Intamet Address (URL) » hiiplwens spa.gov
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